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Dear Readers,
Welcome to the Spring 22 edition of Loch’n’Glen News. While it seems like the worst of the
pandemic is over, Covid is still very much with us, all be it in a generally less virulent form,
and many folk still seem reluctant to go out and get involved. So it is taking a while for
community events and activities to get going again, after such an unprecedented interruption.
However, while some clubs are still mothballed, others are up and running and there are at
least two new groups just starting up – a writers’ group at Kilmun, and an upcycling group at
Blairmore. For those seeking to just ‘dip a toe in the water’ socially, Blairmore Hall is
continuing to run a “Drop In” session between 11 am and 3 pm on the first Monday of each
month (except for April, which will be on Monday 11th). All welcome to pop in for a cuppa
and a blether. Sadly, at the time of writing, there are no plans to re-start the Shore Hub
meetings.
In more good news - as some of you know, in recent years advertising revenues alone have
failed to cover the cost of printing two editions of Loch’n’Glen News a year, casting some
doubt over its future. But I am delighted to say that Benmore and Kilmun Development
Trust have agreed to underwrite any shortfall in the future, and thanks to our loyal
advertisers and some generous donations to our Just Giving page (still open for donations at
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lochnglen) there is just about enough in the kitty
to cover print costs for both Spring and Autumn editions of Loch n Glen this year. Huge
thanks to the community for stepping in to show their support.
We hope this Spring brings more new beginnings.
Sue Rule
Rosehaugh, Shore Road
Blairmore PA23 8TE
sa.rule@btinternet.com
01369 840563

Loch’n’ Glen News
Loch ‘n’ Glen News is published online at http://grantrule.org/lochnglen-news
Deadline date for the next issue Sunday 11th September 2022.
Advertising rates:
1/6 page

£15.00

1/2 page

£35.00

1/4 page

£20.00

Full page

£50.00
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If your community is not well represented, that’s because I haven’t heard from you!
Loch’n’Glen News welcomes submissions from groups, clubs or anyone organising
events and activities in the Loch ‘n’ Glen area – Kilmun, Strone, Blairmore,
Ardentinny, Glenfinart, Benmore, Rashfield and the surrounding area. Please also send
us articles of local interest or with local connections.
Email: sa.rule@btinternet.com
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The Loch and Glen Community
Kilmun Community Council
Kilmun Community Council restarted meeting in August 2021, to begin with as face to face
but since the beginning of 2022 online, using Zoom. We will continue with this format until
later in the year as the rates of Covid 19 are still high within the community.
During our meetings we inform about what is happening in our community, though reports
from our local councillor(s), our National Park representative, Strone Primary School,
representative from Forestry Land Scotland and a monthly report from Police Scotland. In
addition, we also have monthly updates from the Younger Hall Kilmun, Blairmore Hall, the
new bird hide in Kilmun, the Shore Sweepers and, a new addition to our agenda, Historic
Kilmun. We also cover current issues throughout our area like issues in Clachaig in their
struggle to get mains water, what’s happening with the SSE power lines, defibrillators and
many peoples concern about speeding through our villages. Our minutes are published each
month on Kilmun Communty Council website http://www.kilmuncc.co.uk.
Recently, the Shore Sweepers were
very pleased to be able to install a
special sign at the start of the A880.
This had been planned for over 2 years
and was delayed because of the
pandemic. The Shore Sweepers had
received a grant from Argyll and Bute
Sustainability Fund which part-funded
this initiative and donations from The
Shore Cafe, The Strone Inn, The
Blairmore, Baileyfield Self-Catering,
Ardentinny and Kilmun Community
Councils made this possible. The
Shore Sweepers were very pleased to
have help from McNee Building
services who volunteered their time
and expertise to finalise this project
for us. They hope the visitors and
locals to our area will enjoy watching
the new spring bulbs and flowers
throughout the year give a welcoming
introduction to our communities.
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Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park
The Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park covers a huge geography from here close to
the Holy Loch through the core areas around Loch Lomond, north to Tyndrum and Killin on
the shores of Loch Tay. The Park’s primary objectives are to conserve and enhance the
natural and cultural heritage of this area and promote sustainability whilst encouraging
access, enjoyment and learning. A difficult balance has to be struck sometimes as these
objectives can conflict. Increasingly, however the Park views itself as having an important
role to play in terms of tackling climate change and in addressing nature decline - these will
emerge as very important areas of work in coming years. Recently for example we played a
big role in the COP26 Conference in Glasgow. The Park is also a full, statutory Planning
Authority which assesses and determines hundreds of applications each year.
The past 2 years have been particularly difficult for the National Park in terms of its visitor
management activities, coping with ten-fold increases in visitor numbers with limited ability
to quickly increase capacity - in terms of staffing, parking, site management, toilet services
etc. However, services have improved over the period and detailed plans are being
established by the Park and its key partners (Local Authorities, Police Scotland, Forestry and
Land Scotland etc) for the coming summer period. Much more detail about this will be
available on the web site and community focussed ‘virtual’ seminars have and will continue
to be organised (the latest being held on 11 March 2022). That’s not to say that all problems
will be fully addressed - the Park will therefore continue to provide regular and ‘live’
updates throughout the season and relevant contact numbers are available on the web site.
During the coming year, the National Park will be involved in a number of strategic
exercises that local communities should know about and hopefully participate in. Our core
strategy document, the National Park Partnership Plan, is currently being renewed. This sets
out a 5 year plan for the Park which will dictate how we spend our budgets and staff time. In
addition, and covering the same timeframe, all planning policies will be updated and
consulted upon in a forthcoming Local Development Plan. Also, later this year, local
elections will be held to elect the Ward 1 Board Member (this covers the Cowal Peninsula
and the northern section of Loch Lomond).
There have been relatively few major planning issues for the Park committee to deal with in
this area recently, in this respect it should be noted that much of the forest management and
tree felling activity experienced locally falls out with planning legislation. I would however
mention that the proposed fish farm in Loch Long close to Ardentinny has not been
submitted and indeed, there have been no discussions with the applicant (or any party
associated) in the past 12 months. It should be noted however, that a wholly separate fish
farm proposal close to Ardgarten has now progressed to application stage and will come
before the Park’s Planning Committee in the next few months. The consent granted last year
to Western Ferries for the enhancement of Kilmun pier has not progressed and the conditions
applied to the consent have not been progressed by the company.
Local ward member, Bob Darracott - 07712 729265 email: bobdarracott@icloud.com
National Park website: www.lochlomond-trossachs.org phone: 01389 722017
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Cowal Artists And Craft Makers
Cowal has a hidden wealth of talented artist and craft makers throughout the peninsula and
they welcome visitors to their open studios anytime or by appointment. There are over 50
artists where you will see traditional and contemporary art work and enjoy the opportunity to
talk with the artist, view their work and perhaps see demonstrations on the production of
their work. There is a broad spectrum of works, glass, textiles, metals, ceramics, wood and
jewellery. Browse our website to view the individual artists. www.cowalopenstudios.co.uk
This year we are inviting you to explore our peninsula and see some of our artists’ work on
the dates below.
COWAL ART AT EASTER
Saturday 16 APRIL – Sunday 17 APRIL 2022
10.00am – 5.30pm
COWAL SUMMER TRAIL
Sunday 1 MAY until Wednesday 31 AUGUST 2022
10.00am – 5.30pm
COWAL OPEN STUDIOS
Friday 23 SEPTEMBER – Monday 26 SEPTEMBER 2022
10.00am – 5.30pm
www.cowalopenstudios.co.uk info@cowalopenstudios.co.uk
Follow us on: Twitter: @CowalStudios.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cowalopenstudios/
Instagram: http://www.instagram.com/cowal_open_studios

Do you have an interest in Creative Writing?
A new creative writing group is starting up at the Younger Hall, Kilmun and is looking for
people to join them. All abilities welome. Please email writing.group.cowal@gmail.com for
more information.

Local authors
Zara Scott has a second book out, "The Trial of Hazaar Armeen" Can be obtained from
Amazon, and the first book "A Sprinkle of Pepper" is also available. Perfect light reading for
rainy days.
Sue Rule (your humble editor!) is the author of the five-volume Shaihen Heritage fantasy
series. The first trilogy is Cloak of Magic, Staff of Power, and Spirit of Shehaios. The second
duology, Leaving on the Tide and The Hills of Gold, set in a more contemporary Fair Land,
came out in 2021. Pop along to Bookpoint and take a look!
If you’re a published local author too, please contact Loch’n’Glen.
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Forestry and Land Scotland:
Tree disease will impact on Cowal landscape
Forests across the Cowal landscape are under attack from an invisible, fungus-like disease
that is bringing about major changes in how our landscape looks.
With no known cure or remedy for the disease, the only course of action we can take is to
slow its spread – and this can only be done by felling infected trees before the disease has a
chance to move on to the next site. And while that is a role for skilled and experienced
foresters, members of the public can also help to protect woodlands across the area…but
more of that later.
The disease - Phytophthora ramorum – mainly affects Larch trees and while there have
been sporadic outbreaks at locations across the country, it has been prevalent in South West
Scotland for many years.
Our team is in the middle of a long period where we will have to close sites to carry out
felling operations in order to remove infected trees and reduce the risk of spread to other
woodlands in Cowal and Argyll. Public access to Corlarach Forest, Benmore Forest, Puck's
Glen and Kilmun Arboretum has been restricted for safety reasons but closed-off areas
change as we work our way through the infected trees. Anyone planning a visit should
check the relevant forest webpage to ensure that the woodland is open.
Although felling infected trees is our only available response to the disease, it will not result
in long term deforestation. We will be carrying our replanting although we might wait up to
three years to do so because – depending on what type of trees we replant – leaving a site
bare for a year or two is the only way to deal with a particular insect pest that likes to
attacking newly planted trees!
Dealing with the disease is an arduous task. Surveys and lab testing identify new areas of
infection, and once confirmed Scottish Forestry (the Scottish Government’s forestry
regulator) serves us a Statutory Plant Health Notice (SPHNs) that requires us to fell infected
Larch - and susceptible hosts within a 250 metre buffer zone - within a specified period.
Although we were already working to deal with the felling required in 24 SPHN’s, the end of
2021 saw us served with a further 17 SPHN’s relating to approximately 50 infections. There
are affected sites all across Cowal, from Corlarach Forest in the south west to Glen Loin
(near Arrochar) in the north east.
Most of Cowal lies within a Risk Reduction Zone (RRZ) which recognises that the disease is
present in most woodlands and allows a longer time period for felling larch trees. But the
area from Glen Croe (Arrochar) eastwards is in a Priority Action Zone (PAZ), where because
the disease is currently limited to localised outbreaks, quick action has a better chance of
minimising the further spread of the disease. If we are ever served with an SPHN for
woodlands in this PAZ they will become our immediate priority.
When it comes to replanting we’ll be using a wide range of native species (except larch) to
maintain the visual diversity of the forest, which is such a hallmark of the Cowal landscape.
7

However, they will take a while to make their presence felt – as the average age of the felled
trees that they will replace is 40 years.
It’s arduous but it’s also a long haul. We’re looking at four years of work to reduce the
potential for infection in this area and in order to cope with the increased levels of felling,
we’re also having to build new forest roads, upgrade existing forest roads and build new
harvesting facilities.
This will have a big impact on the landscape and recreation facilities but unfortunate that is
unavoidable. It will take a little time to re-open visitor trails in affected forests but it will
take much longer for the forests to recover.
Members of the public can help to reduce the impact of this disease by following our Keep it
clean advice: the disease can be spread in mud or needles stuck to footwear and tyres on
bicycles, buggies, machines and vehicles, so before (and after) you visit, take a few moments
to brush forest debris from footwear, bikes, kit and even dogs’ paws.
You will find more information on the tree disease and an information video on our webpage
Phytophthora ramorum - Forestry and Land Scotland
Any sightings of suspect larch should be reported to
enquiries.central@forestryandland.gov.scot We have ongoing obligations to manage
regeneration of Larch and Rhododendron for 3 years following an SPHN.
Paul Munro | Media Manager

North Shore Moorings
If you have a boat mooring along the north shore of the Holy Loch, or would like to lay one,
then you should contact the North Shore Moorings Association. Anyone with a mooring
must display a valid mooring tag and pay an annual fee to Crown Estates (for the rental of
the sea bed!). The fee is £80 if you pay Crown Estates directly, but if you join the association
and pay your fee through us then it's only £40. Treat your boat to a visit to the chandlery
with the £40 you've saved! Please contact Alan McKenzie at
northshoremoorings@hotmail.com.

Shore Kirk Guild
The Shore Kirk Guild has been suspended since Lockdown, although members have been
contacted regularly through phone calls, cards, and birthday gifts, relating to the Guild. The
weekly Newsletter from Edinburgh has been emailed to many.
Because of the age, and vulnerabilities of most members we have still not met in person and
very few are able to use Zoom although leaders have met in that way. Kilmun Guild, now
part of the Shore Kirk Guild, began in 1922, 100 years ago and it is hoped that we can
celebrate that in an appropriate & special manner, later in the year.
Sheila Wherry (Convener)
8
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Western Motors Bus Services serving the Loch’n’Glen area
Please note – not all services visit all the stops. Please pick up a timetable or visit
www.westcoastmotors.co.uk for times and variations in service.
489 Toward - Ardentinny

489 Ardentinny - Toward

Monday to Sunday, calls at:

Monday to Sunday, calls at:

Toward, Castle
Toward, Primary School
Toward, at Machair Cottages
Innellan, Newton Park
Innellan, Sandy Beach
Innellan, Pier
Innellan, Mathieson Terrace
Bullwood, Avondale Lane
Dunoon, Glenmorag Crescent
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal (Stop 2)
Kirn, Dunoon Grammar School
Kirn, Argyll Terrace
Sandbank, Finbracken
Sandbank, Sandhaven Phase 2
Kilmun Turn
Benmore Gardens (Seasonal)
Kilmun Turn
Kilmun Pier
Strone Primary School
Strone,Kinrara
Blairmore, Pier
Blairmore, Farm
Ardentinny, Hotel
Ardentinny, Glenfinnart
Sligrachan

Sligrachan
Ardentinny, Glenfinnart
Ardentinny, Hotel
Blairmore, Farm Rd End
Blairmore Pier
Strone, Pier
Strone Primary School
Kilmun, Pier
Kilmun, Turn
Benmore Gardens (Seasonal)
Sandhaven
Sandbank, Finbracken
Hunter's Quay
Kirn Dunclutha Lane
Dunoon, Grammar School
John Street
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal Stop 2
Dunoon, Glenmorage Crescent
Bullwood, Balaclava Garage
Innellan, Pier
Innellan, Sandy Beach
Innellan, Newton Park
Toward, Machair Cottages
Toward, Primary School
Toward, Castle

484 Dunoon - Carrick Castle

484 Carrick Castle - Dunoon

Monday to Friday, calls at:

Monday to Friday, calls at:

Dunoon Grammar School
Kirn Brae
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal
Walkers Garage
Sandbank, Holy Loch Inn
Sandhaven
Kilmun
Benmore Gdns
Whistlefield Inn
Strachur, The Clachan
Strachur, The Bay
St Catherines
Lochgoilhead, Car Park
Carrick Castle

Carrick Castle
Lochgoilhead, Car Park
St Catherines
Strachur, The Bay
Strachur, The Clachan
Whistlefield Inn
Benmore Gdns
Kilmun
Sandhaven
Sandbank, Holy Loch Inn
Dunoon, Grammar School
School Hostel
Ardenslate Road
Marine Parade
Walkers Garage
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal
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Western Motors Bus Services serving the Loch’n’Glen area
486 Inveraray - Dunoon

486 Dunoon - Inveraray

Monday to Saturday, calls at:

Monday to Saturday, calls at:

Inverary, Front St
Loch Fyne Oysters
Cairndow, War Memorial
Dunoon Rd End
St Catherines
Leanach
Strachur, The Bay
Strachur, Clachan
Whistlefield Inn
Benmore Gdns
Kilmun
Sandhaven
Sandbank, Holy Loch Inn
Walkers Garage
Dunoon, Grammar School
Kirn Brae
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal

Dunoon, Ferry Terminal
Kirn Brae
Ardenslate Road
Dunoon, Hospital
Walkers Garden
Dunoon, Grammar School
Sandbank, Holy Loch Inn
Sandhaven
Kilmun
Benmore Gdns
Whistlefield Inn
Strachur, Clachan
Strachur, The Bay
Leanach
St Catherines
Dunoon Rd End
Cairndow, War Memorial
Loch Fyne Oysters
Inveraray, Front St

Traditional Yang Tai Chi Chuan
Blairmore Hall
Tuesday 10.30 - 11.30
Tuesday 12.00 - 13.00 beginners class
Ardentinny Village Hall
Thursday 18.30 - 19.30
Contact Bryan for further details
01369 810104
07813 374879
Facebook
Heavenly Mountain Gate Tai Chi Chuan
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Ardentinny
Ardentinny Hall
The clubs taking place in the hall (details page 18) will be delighted to welcome
newcomers. The hall is also available for private hire. Details of upcoming events will be
posted on ardentinny.org.
Ardentinny Bowling Club
We are hoping to have a full and active season starting in early April. Ardentinny Bowling
Club is a small friendly club, everyone is welcome. We are looking for new members. You
do not need to be an experienced bowler to join, in fact we now have a qualified
‘Introduction to Bowls Coach’. We will also be organising a ‘Try Bowls Day’ early next
season. All you need is a pair of flat soled shoes and we will do the rest.
Please come along and give it a try. Please contact us if you need any information.
Contacts: Robert Devine (secretary) tel: 01369 840861 email: rbdevine0@gmail.com
Dougie Menzies (president) tel: 01369 810307
Proposed Membership Fees:
ALL FULL MEMBERS £70.00
SOCIAL MEMBERS
£50.00

NEW MEMBERS. £35.00
JUNIORS
£ 5.00

GREEN FEES
CLUB SWEEP GAMES - MEMBERS £2.00, Visitors £3.00
(TUES, WED & SAT) 2pm for 2-15pm

Glenfinart Walled Garden
The walled garden will be holding an Easter fun day on Sunday the 17th of April, 12 till
4pm. All welcome.
REFLECTION
WINDOW CLEANERS

Discover your

John Campbell

Shaihen Heritage

Reflection is a window cleaning service based
in Strone using a water-fed pole system
requiring no ladders for residential or
commercial properties

A fantasy series of stories from
the history of the Fair Land
by S.A. Rule
ww.shehaios.co.uk

Free quotes with no obligation

Available from Bookpoint, Dunoon and all
good booksellers

01369 840398 / 07830389895
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Your frequent passenger & vehicle service
Dunoon – Gourock
Roll-up, Roll-on, Roll-off

www.western-ferries.co.uk

FERGUSLIE GARAGE, SANDBANK
MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL & WELDING REPAIRS TO ALL VEHICLES
EXHAUSTS-BRAKES-CLUTCHES-ENGINES-STEERING
SUSPENSION-TIMING BELTS
MOT PREPARATION & REPAIRS SERVICING & MAINTENANCE
RECOVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
PANEL BEATING & SPRAY PAINTING
ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES & FRIENDLY ADVICE
CREDIT CARDS NOW ACCEPTED
PROPRIETOR: CRAIG ORR
FERGUSLIE STREET, SANDBANK PA23 8QL
01369 706868
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QUICK REFERENCE – not exhaustive.....
TRADES & SERVICES
John Brown [Strone ]
A Crowe
Ian Campbell
Michael Logan
David Rankine
Eric Whitton
S McSweeney
S Grant
JB Stevenson
Colin Wakefield
W Bremner
A Gilles
J [Goldie] Campbell
Carol Robertson
Ross MacArthur
D & R Petro
D Guy
Archie Dunlop
Guy Elder
D McCheyne
Morag McCluskey
Shona Moohan
A Maclachlan
R Young
Craig Orr
Simon Durn
Forestry
Holy Loch Marina
Western Ferries
West Coast Motors
Thistle Taxis
Taxi George

Building/civil engineering contractor
Builder / joiner
Builder/ joiner
General contractor
General contractor
General contractor
General Contractor
Electrical Contractor
Electrical contractor
Plumber & heating / gas safe
registered
Property maintenance /builder
Fitted bathrooms / kitchens
Window cleaner
Painter / decorator
Earthmoving equipment
Forestry services
Forestry services
Land & Tree management
Chimney Sweep / roofing & joinery
maintenance & repairs
Woodcarver &green oak framer
Gardening services
Gardening services
Cleaning services
Chainsaw carver
Garden furniture
Ferguslie Motors – vehicle repairs
Stonewalling
Glenbranter Off: Mrs Jessie Crowe

Bus services
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Tel No. (Area code 01369)
707766
704261
706034 m 07801 432036
840302 m 07519 793319
840318
840690
840216
840747
840420
701089 m 07470 034276
840589
m 07703 576238
840398 m 07830 389895
830439 m 07825 151315
840289
705564
706239
705564
702672
m 07747 123287
810370 m 07785 257723
840614
707998 m 07769 262662
840715 m 07765 073111
703124
840663
706868
m 07477 178440
860703
701800
704452
01586 552319
704331
m 07913 601442

Tel No. (Area code 01369)

EMERGENCIES / MEDICAL

Dr Tittmar
Elaine
Gwen Dalgliesh
NHS
COVID Information
Police (Dunoon )
Fire Station
Coastguard
Argyll & Bute Council
Interloch Transport
Dial a bus
Vet

Cowal Community Hospital
Inverclyde Royal Hospital
Riverbank Surgery
Cowal Physiotherapy Ltd
Cowal Sports Injury Clinic
NHS24
www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19
Cowal Community Policing Team
Shore officer: Donald MacKay
Dunoon
Dunoon
Lochgilphead
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/m106-cowaldialabus-bus-timetable
Dunoon

704341
01475 633777
840279
702366
701171 m 07779 119080
111
763000
763037
704670
703603
01546 605522
840474
0345 128 4027
702532

DINING OUT –local
The Blairmore

Blairmore

760391

The Shore Café

Strone

840662

Strone Inn
Sheila’s Diner
Holy Loch Coffee Shop
Whistlefield Inn
Cot House Inn
Coylet Inn
The Ardentinny

Strone
Kilmun/Sandbank
Sandbank
Eckside
Kilmun/Sandbank
Eckside
Ardentinny

840243
840333
707054
860484
760230
840630
810126

Strone
Shop and petrol station
Church charity shop
Wines & spirits
Venison

840662

RETAILERS
Shore Café & Stores
Cot House Services
C of S Charity Shop
Argyll Vintners
Winston Churchill
The Wee Butcher
Aray Fish

Fish, fruit and veg
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840710
810201
707911
705319
703675
www.arayfish.com

HERITAGE
Historic Kilmun

Iain McNaughton
Dinah MacDonald
Glenfinnart Walled Gdn
Lynn Kerr
Blairmore Village Trust
Agnes Harvey
Benmore
&
Kilmun Dinah MacDonald
Development Trust
Friends of Graham’s Pt
Andy McClintock
RBGE Benmore Gdns
Curator: P Baxter sec: Mrs S Grey
Cons & Heritage Group
Eileen Connell
HALLS
Ardentinny Hall
Blairmore Hall
Younger Hall
Uig Hall
COMMUNITY
Church of Scotland
Strone Primary School
Invereck Care Home
Kilmun Cmty Council
Ardentinny C.C.
Forestry
Holy Loch Marina
North Shore Moorings
Western Ferries
Library
Blairmore & Strone Golf Club

Ardentinny Bowling Club

Susie Robertson
Jean Christie
Helen Giles
Dinah McDonald

700008
706591
810275
07802 424487
706591
840517
706261
07721 465604

810182
07950 052073
840701
706591

Janet MacKeller, Interim Moderator

705549
840242
Mrs Sandra Marshall Unit Manager
706231
Mrs Janet Holm [Sec]
840218
Neil Robinson
810143
Glenbranter Office
860703
Mr Downes
701800
Alan McKenzie
northshoremoorings@hotmail.com
704452
Dunoon (Queens Hall)
800500
Graham Thompson
840208
Robert Devine (secretary)
840861

USEFUL WEBSITES
ACUMEN
Ardentinny Community
Argyll Coast & Countryside Trust (ACT)
Ali Energy
Argyll & Bute Council
Dunoon Community Radio
Faith in Cowal
Historic Kilmun
Keep Scotland Beautiful
Kilmun Community Council
Loch’n’Glen News

https://sscp.ramh.org
www.ardentinny.org
www.act-now.org.uk/
www.alienergy.org.uk/
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
dunooncommunityradio.org
www.faithincowal.org
www.historickilmun.org
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
www.kilmuncc.co.uk
www.grantrule.org/lochnglen-news
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CLUB INFORMATION
Ardentinny Hall
Bridge Club
Badminton Club
Hobbies Club
Tai Chi
Carpet Bowling Club

Contact: Peter McIntosh 01369 810312
Contact: Sandra Primrose 01369 810263
Contact: Margo Hendry 01369 810262
Contact: Bryan Shewry 01369 810104
Contact: Gordon Smith 01369 810218

Blairmore Hall
Drop In, 1st Monday of the month.
Upcycling, 1st Friday of the month.
Tai Chi, Tuesday
Shore Art Club, Wednesday mornings
Gaelic Choir, Wednesday evening
Gaelic Drop-In Group, Fri morning

Contact: Jean Christie 07950 052073
Contact: Sue Rule 01369 840563
Contact: Bryan Shewry 01369 810104
Contact: Janet Holm 01369 840218
Contact: Anne Colerman 01369 704116
Email: Anne@annec.me

Scottish Country Dancing, 1st & 3rd Tues eve Contact: June MacDonald 01369 840 770
The Shore Hub - Paused
Contact: Agnes Harvey 07802 424487.
Kilmun Younger Hall
Mondays
The Younger Discovers –Paused.
The Cowal Ringers – Paused.
Scrabble – Paused.
Badminton – Paused.
Thursday
Cowal Bridge Club. 2.00pm
Craft Afternoon Paused.
Kilmun Carpet Bowls Paused.
Saturday

Contact 01369 840647
Contact 01369 840701
Contact 01369 840796
Contact 01369 840701
Contact 01369 840346
Contact 01369 840701
Contact 01369 840796

Flea Market

Contact 01369 268025/07775 666711
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Spring Delights and the new season at Benmore Botanic Garden
By mid-January Rhododendron ririei can usually be relied upon to proclaim the beginning of
the flowering season at Benmore Botanic Garden. By early March there are bursts of pink
and red throughout the garden welcoming visitors.
If you are thinking of a spring walk here are a few delights to look out for along the way.
Rhododendron barbatum with its rich and vibrant scarlet flowers and beautiful flaking bark
can be found in the central part of the garden above Benmore House. The giant Himalayan
“Pink Tulip Tree” Magnolia campbellii are to be found between the viewpoint and the
Golden Gates and regularly flower early April. In the lower and flatter parts of the garden,
just beyond the Redwood Avenue, Rhododendron racemosum and Pieris formosa var.
forrestii, can both look stunning this time of year.
Sadly, over the last two years, many visitors have missed the opportunity to explore the
garden with our wonderful and enthusiastic garden guides; we know our guides have missed
you too. This season we look forward to offering a selection of seasonal and themed walks.
From spring delights, summer charms and autumn thrills to magnificent trees, wild flowers,
lichens and mosses we invite everyone to discover special features of the Garden. Look out
for more details in the Members E-news, our website and on our social media, Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
Our delightful resident red squirrels are very happy amongst our giant trees and playfully
charm and amuse our visitors - they are very energetic in the mornings when the garden is
still and quiet. They can be regularly spotted by
the squirrel hide, eagerly running up the tallest of
trees and excitedly exploring the woodland floor.
While we cannot guarantee you will see a red
squirrel many of our garden visitors do - some for
the very first time. To our delight, visitors
regularly share their photographic images adding to
our library of fabulous squirrel photographs including this one. Will you spot a red squirrel on
your next visit? We do hope so!
Whether you visit the garden to wander amidst our
magnificent trees, view the colourful rhododendron
collection or simply to relax amongst the ferns,
wildlife, walks or stunning views we look forward
to welcoming you to Benmore Botanic Garden.
For more information, opening hours, admission
please visit https://www.rbge.org.uk/visit/benmore-botanic-garden/
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Blairmore
Blairmore Hall
We were delighted to finally stage another concert at Blairmore on Saturday 10th February –
our first since November 2019! Robin Miller and Andy Crossan, with Kevin McGinty on
bass and cello, provided us with a great evening’s entertainment, ably supported by
singer/songwriter Jan Harper. The evening was thoroughly enjoyed by a modest but very
appreciative – and generous - audience.
We hope this will see a gradual return to regular events at the Hall. We are planning to hold
a Quiz Night on 30th April and further concerts in October and December. In conjunction
with Blairmore Village Trust, we hope to organise a Jubilee Weekend celebration in June
and an Autumn Fair. Keep an eye on the Hall noticeboard or the Blairmore Hall Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/blairmorehall) for details.
The money raised at the concert gave a welcome boost to Hall funds, which have been
severely depleted by the pandemic. We
were fortunate to benefit from an Adapt
and Thrive grant which allowed us to
re-decorate the Hall and we hope this
will help encourage people to make
more use of it. It is a lovely, bright
space in a charming listed building. To
hire the Hall contact Jean Christie,
07950 052073.
Use of Blairmore Gardens and Blairmore Pier can be arranged with Blairmore Village Trust
and Blairmore Heritage – contact Agnes Harvey, 07802 424487 or e-mail
agnes.harvey21@gmail.com. The pier is currently closed for repairs, but will hopefully be
open for the summer visits of the Waverley paddle steamer.
The first Annual General Meeting of Blairmore Hall Trust SCIO will be held on Sunday 10th
April, 10.00 am at the Hall. We will be updating everyone on the current situation and plans
for the future of the Hall. Do please try and pop in - we need as many people as possible to
show their support for this valuable community asset. It really is going to be a case of use it
or lose it.
Volunteer Maintenance Person Wanted!
We have a number of odd jobs piling up at the Hall – if you are a handy DIY person who
could volunteer a few hours to help out we would be extremely grateful. There’s no need
to get involved in sitting on committees if you don’t want to!
Contact Sue on 01369 840563 if you can help.
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Blairmore Village Trust
BVT are hoping to submit plans for the community land in Blairmore to the National Park
planning department this Spring. Watch out for details of consultation and information
events – progress will depend absolutely on the support of local residents.
Scottish Country Dancing Club
Scottish Country Dancing was one of the last activities to be given the green light by the
Scottish Government after Covid restrictions were lifted last year. It had been classed as an
“organised contact sport” along with judo, boxing and indoor football!
And so with numerous safety precautions in place, the Club’s first Tuesday night’s dancing
for a long time was able to take place on September 14th 2021 when fifteen dancers took to
the floor.
We were lucky enough to enjoy an early Christmas party on December 7th. Before
restrictions were back in place again over Christmas and the Club wasn’t able to welcome
dancers back until February 1st 2022.
However, with the emphasis on Fun, Friendship and Fitness, we’ve been able to carry on
dancing, attracting new members and joining with other clubs in the area. We are now
preparing for our “Big Dance” in Dunoon in May.
We’d love to have you join us at 7.30pm., first and third Tuesdays of the month at Blairmore
Village Hall. Contact June Macdonald 01369 840 770.

Blairmore Heritage Ltd
continues to manage the facilities at Blairmore Pier including the provision of
inscription plaques.
The inscription can be for any purpose and typically includes a reflection of
Blairmore, a celebration, or remembrance of a loved one. The cost for each
plaque is £40
To place an order phone 07802 424487 or e-mail agnes.harvey21@gmail.com
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Blairmore Upcycling
The inaugural meeting of Blairmore Upcycling group was finally held in March 2022. A
dozen or more local people met at Blairmore Hall to discuss how to take the project forward.
We were particularly please to welcome support from Dunoon Mens Shed, as the intention is
that Upcycling activities will complement those of the Men’s Shed, to the benefit of both
and the community at large.
The workshop space at the rear of Blairmore Hall will be the home of the Upcycling project
– however, the Hall Committee are currently looking for funding to cover the cost of running
power to this area.
In the meantime, the Upcyclers are meeting at the Hall on the first Friday of the month at
2.00 pm. If you would like to join us, email upcyclingblairmore@gmail.com or follow us on
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/blairmoreupcycling
Did You Know….
The Recycling Centre (waste tip) in Bogheda Road, Dunoon is operated by Renewi www.renewi.com.
The company states on its website:
“At Renewi, we exclusively focus on extracting value from waste rather than on its disposal through
mass burn incineration or landfill. Of the 14 million tonnes of waste we handle a year, 89% is either
recycled or used for energy recovery. We intend to build on that.”
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SPICK & SPAN CLEANING

Domestic, commercial,

Open 9.30 – 5.00

holiday lets etc

Every day except Tuesday

Professional - reliable –
Breakfast I Lunch I Coffee I Home-baking

affordable – thorough cleaning

The Blairmore

No job too big or small

Shore Road, Blairmore.

01369 840715 / 07765073111

www.theblairmore.co.uk

e-mail:

01369 760391
info@theblairmore.co.uk

shonamoohan@yahoo.co.uk

INTERLOCH TRANSPORT
Interloch Transport provides a Community
Transport Service for the Cowal and Bute area.
Our Drivers operate a number of accessible
vehicles and provide reliable door to door transport
for those who need a little help getting to
appointments or accessing local services.

The Strone Inn

Please phone to find out how we can help.

Home To Good Food
Fine Wine And

Tel: 01369 840474

Local Beers

e-mail info@interlochtransport.com
website www.interlochtransport.com

01369 840243
thestroneinn@gmail.com
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Kilmun
Volunteers wanted for Historic Kilmun
Local heritage charity Historic Kilmun is on the look-out for volunteers as it gears up for
what is hoped to be a busy new tourist season.
The venue, formerly known as Kilmun Church, will be open every Thursday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday (10am to 4pm) from April 1st and has already organised a schedule of
events throughout 2022 as well as hosting a number of weddings and private parties.
Jennifer Bryson of Historic Kilmun explained: “We’re looking for local people to join our
friendly band of volunteers with a range of work responsibilities for anyone that wants to get
involved.
“From welcoming and guiding visitors around our museum to building maintenance,
catering to housekeeping, there is something to suit everyone with a few hours to spare.
“Historic Kilmun is rich in heritage and we already have many visitors scheduled in
including the clans Campbell and Lamont from North America. It promises to be an eventful
year as we recover from the pandemic and any support that can be offered will be gratefully
received,” added Jennifer.
As part of a programme of live music, Historic Kilmun will be hosting Musical Serenades on
Sunday April 3rd from 2pm with renowned organist Philip Norris performing recitals every
second Saturday from April 9th (from 2.30pm). Donations will go to the Ukraine appeal.
For more details please contact Jennifer on jjbryson48@gmail.com. To find out more about
Historic Kilmun visit www.historickilmun.org.

Philip Norris will be playing at Historic Kilmun
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Historic Kilmun provides the backdrop for an award-winning film

Budding film stars and tech wizards from Bunsgoil Thaigh a'Chladaich (Sandbank Primary
School) near Dunoon have picked up a national award for their most recent Gaelic language
movie!
A total of 18 pupils from the G5-7 Gaelic Medium class were involved in the short, fiveminute long horror/comedy film entitled Coignear air Chall (Five Go Missing) that was
named Best Production in the 2022 FilmG BBC Alba awards for the under 12 category. The
award took into account the different types of filming that took place as well as location,
green screen technology and stop motion animation.
The storyline for the film was created by the pupils themselves and their teacher, Ms
Catriona MacPhail, who helped them to draft the Gaelic script and songwords.
Catriona explained: “Classroom auditions took place for the main speaking roles and then it
was up to the pupils to rehearse, sing, play musical instruments, record the sound track, make
the props (including a working model of the guillotine that cut off the head of a Campbell
chieftain), gather all the Hallowe'en costumes from their houses and decide who was
appearing in each scene - a true team effort!
25

“Some indoor filming took place in the classroom using a green screen and lights borrowed
from Mike Blanco of Sureshot Films. This enabled the actors and props to appear as spooky
cartoon characters having a party in a graveyard on a moonlit night. We all had a hilarious
time filming those scenes - and a special thank you to Nye and Arran who did much of the
filming and directing that week and to Lucy and Lily for creating the stop motion models
and sequences, as well as Mike for editing the green screen footages.
“Outdoor filming took place one bright, but slightly damp November day at Historic Kilmun.
It’s a stunning location and just perfect for the rather peculiar Addams Family (Darcy, Mirrin
and Nye taking the roles of Morticia, Wednesday and Pudsley) to entertain their guests!
“Their Hallowe'en party was gatecrashed by five children exploring the history of the
graveyard and its role in Scottish
history.
“There are so many interesting
facets to Historic Kilmun, so
many things to learn about. Too
much to make it into the final 5minute cut for the film entry!
Like many a professional
production, a lot of material
ended up on the cutting room
floor. To be honest, there was
enough material to make at least
two film documentaries as well
as the fictional storyline that the
children came up with.
“Rhona, Iona, Jasmine, Struan, Alice and Dana would like to say a huge thank you to the
volunteers at Historic Kilmun for giving us access to the graveyard, the church and the
Campbell mausoleum. It was truly appreciated and brought our film to life.
“The school are delighted to have got some recognition for their efforts and would like to
point out that none of the children come from native Gaelic speaking families. They have
learned their Gaelic at Sgoil Araich (Gaelic nursery) and in the Gaelic Medium Primary
School classes, where all subjects are taught through the medium of Gaelic rather than in
English.
“This award demonstrates that Cowal can stand proudly equal to other areas of Scotland that
have continued to use Gaelic in the day-to-day life of their communities.
“More films are already being planned for next year's FilmG event, whether the pupils have
moved up to Dunoon Grammar School or remain in Sandbank Primary School so watch this
space!” added Catriona.
The full 5-minute film can be viewed
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2xnw4qEA5U&t=11s
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Kilmun Younger Hall
Activity at the hall is increasing. We have The Cowal Handbell Ringers, badminton, the
Dunoon and Cowal Bridge Club meeting regularly. The Kilmun Carpet Bowls is reviewing
their club for a September return.
The Flea Market is becoming a monthly feature again. The committee who run the Flea
Market would like some help with serving teas and coffees.
The hall will be used for the coming May elections and Shore Art Show.
This is an ideal time to come to the hall for groups wanting to meet for new interests either
weekly or monthly. Please contact Helen Giles 01369 840701 or visit our Kilmun Hall
website
Discovery Awards
Two members of our community have recently received their Gold Awards! Angela Barnes
achieved hers with activities including gardening, caring for her husband, film making and
yoga, whilst Beverley included fund raising, walking, knitting projects, planning (and taking)
a trip to Iceland.
The Discovery Award is along the lines of the Duke of Edinburgh award, but for over 50s. It
is run by volunteers. It has bronze, silver and gold levels, is non-competitive and flexible and
individuals set their own goals around personal interests and challenges. You can do it as an
individual or as a group.
More information about the levels and suitable activities can be found
at www.discoveryaward.org.uk. The Scottish website is being updated but if you want to
find out more about taking part in Scotland you can
email enquiries4Scotland@discoveryaward.org
Mary’s Meals
Sarah Mallon, Supporter Engagement Officer, West of Scotland Mary’s Meals UK writes:
At Mary’s Meals, we are now entering our 20th year of providing school meals to children
living in some of the world’s poorest communities. This work would not be possible without
the fantastic support we receive from so many individuals, families, schools, groups and
communities. It has been wonderful in recent years to see so many people getting involved
around Kilmun and in neighbouring communities, from volunteers organising and
contributing to events like the Strawberry Tea, to children at Sandbank and St Mun’s
Primary Schools to groups like Dunoon Inner Wheel, and all of the fantastic local businesses
which display collection cans to collect loose change. With a single meal costing just 8p, all
of these contributions add up and make a huge difference to the children we feed.
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In our 20th year, it’s wonderful to announce that we are now
feeding in our 20th country: Yemen! Thanks to the
continuing support of communities like yours, 4,000
children in the Al Mansoora district of the country are now
receiving flat bread sandwiches with fruit or vegetables for
lunch every school day. These meals bring hope to families
who have only known conflict for a number of years due to
the ongoing civil war, with many needing to flee their homes
and disruption to access to food and education. Huquq (in
the picture) is one of the children enjoying our meals in
Yemen, and she says: “I would like to be a dentist in the future. My hobby is drawing. The
meals are very nice. My classmates and I like them so much. The meals are enough for us
and make us feel full every day at school which helps us learn."
On behalf of Huquq, and all of the children receiving Mary’s Meals, thank you for your
ongoing support.
Backpack Scheme
Sadly the Mary's Meals Backpack Project has come to an end after 17 years. It has become
too expensive to meet the good stewardship requirements at the heart of the charity's work.
All backpack donations need to be in by 22nd April for one last shipment to Malawi. If you
have items and need help passing them on you can contact Beverley at
Beverley.soltysiak@marysmeals.org.
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Uig Hall
At last some events returning to Uig. We are delighted that our meditators groups have
returned for their weekend retreats, though swimming in the Echaig in February does seem
quite extreme.
At the other end of the scale from the meditators are our two bands, who have returned to
practice.
We were delighted to welcome over 60 people to listen to the Jack Ruby Five, to hear live
music once again was a significant return to normality.
Coming up in the next few months:
Thursday 12th May at 1930 ‘Old Time Sailors Experience ‘ a flashmob musical show
designed to take audiences on an unforgettable trip back in time to the 19th century. Their
crew is composed of 17 musicians playing fully unplugged to ensure the most authentic
experience. Do look them up they are really good and numbers will be limited
Sunday 15th May at 1930 Sarah McQuaid One of the most instantly recognisable voices
in current music. Shades of Joni Mitchell in a jam with Karen Carpenter and Lana Del Rey.
Fraiday 22nd July at 1930 Brian Carrington, a folk singer from the north of England on
tour in the west of Scotland
Saturday 20th August 1930 Matt Holburn “Matthew complements our relationship with
some of the greatest gypsy jazz musicians in the world" –
We will be announcing more events once we have confirmation, please do let us know if you
would like to be on our mailing list as we cannot always afford to advertise in the local
paper. All tickets at Bookpoint, or from dinah.mcdonald@btconnect.com. Follow us on
Facebook or find out more on our website, www.uighall.org.
If there are events you would like to see on at Uig, let us know and we will do our best. Have
a great spring and summer.

Editor’s Bit: Voting with your wallet
One of the most effective ways we as individuals can contribute to more sustainable living is
in our shopping habits – what we buy, how we buy and who we buy it from.
A recent European study found that the carbon emissions we create from buying a garment
online can be four times higher than buying it in a physical store. Of course, this is a general
finding and our “local store” can be a good number of miles of away (not to mention a diesel
powered ferry journey) – nevertheless the study also shows that choosing next day delivery
can hugely ramp up the carbon footprint of that already onerous on-line purchase. So if you
don’t really need it in a hurry, just wait for standard delivery.
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In terms of what we buy, industrial meat production (particularly beef) is a massive factor in
global carbon emissions. Reducing meat intake (particularly processed meat) can make a
significant impact on your carbon footprint. If like myself, you would struggle to go
completely veggie, then try one or two meat free days a week to explore some of the great
vegetarian recipes there are out there. Buying your veg direct from local suppliers such as
Aray Fish means you can do away with much of the plastic packaging supermarkets still
seem to find essential as well.
An even better option is to buy direct from organic farmers – the Crowdfarming scheme
allows you to buy organic fruit and veg in season from small producers throughout Europe https://www.crowdfarming.com. Its all wonderfully fresh and tasty stuff, but the drawback is
that you have to sign up for a larger amount than most households would want. If anyone
would be interested in forming a group to jointly buy crowdfarming produce, please get in
touch – sa.rule@btinternet.com.
Organic products might seem expensive, but that’s because we are used to the environment
subsidising the cost of our food and goods (just as it absorbs the cost of the huge amounts of
waste we produce). There is no such thing as ‘cheap food’. We have to work towards a
society where everyone can afford the true price.
When it comes to non-food items, the sequence is “Repair – Re-use – Re-cycle” – re-cycling
processes still contribute to carbon emissions, hence it is the last option. The Men’s Shed
offer a repair service for many items (see their ad for details). If you don’t want to keep it,
pass it on to someone who does. There are lots of charity shops around, and Weebay Dunoon
on Facebook is a useful resource for both buying and selling. Furniture is available from
Daisy’s Den and R&R Removals in George Street. Buying second-hand not only keeps stuff
out of landfill but avoids the carbon footprint of new manufacture.
Other ways in which we, as individuals and as a community, might adjust our shopping
habits, include car-sharing trips into town; making better use of our gardens and community
land for growing food; and looking into ways of reducing food waste or turning it into
compost. If anyone wants to take these ideas forward, or has any other thoughts or
suggestions, please let me know!
Sue Rule

Are you interested in starting a local Climate Conversation?
Please contact Sue Rule | sa.rule@btinternet.com | tel 01369 840563
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E J WHITTON LTD
All household building & maintenance
carried out to a high standard
DUNCREGGAN LODGE
BLAIRMORE
TEL/FAX : 01369 840690
MOB: 07909973138
E-MAIL: ceale.whitton@btinternet.com
SCOTTISH BUILDING Reg No 2635

120 Argyll Street
Dunoon

Unique and unusual
gifts
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Local Business
Established over 35 years

Ian Campbell
Joiners and Building Contractors
All types of joinery, building and
roofing work including
Timber Frame houses, extensions and renovations
Tel/fax: 01369 706034
Mobile: 07801 432036
Email: campbell.toward@btinternet.com

Thank you to all the advertisers and individual donors who
contribute to the cost of printing Loch’n’Glen News, and to
Benmore & Kilmun Development Trust for their support.

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lochnglen

Printed: Argyll Print & Design Ltd, 84B John Street, Dunoon.
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Tel. 01369 701096

