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Welcome to the Autumn/Winter Loch ‘n’ Glen News

Issue 36

Dear Readers,
Apologies for the slightly late issue of the Autumn edition of Loch’n’Glen – I have been
busy with family matters.
Glad to report that the many and various activities in the Loch n Glen area are beginning to
open up again as we all start to find ways of living with COVID. Many of us are also starting
to make plans for the future – building on the community links we have to play our part in
tackling climate change, and making better use of our community facilities.
Our Community Councils at Ardentinny and Kilmun are now starting up again, and we hope
to include a report from both in the next issue of Loch n Glen.
Sue Rule
Rosehaugh, Shore Road
Blairmore PA23 8TE
sa.rule@btinternet.com
01369 840563

Loch’n’ Glen News
Loch ‘n’ Glen News is published twice a year, April and October. Also available online at
http://grantrule.org/lochnglen-news
If you spot any errors, particularly in the information pages, do please let me know –
preferably by email to sa.rule@btinternet.com. If you just say it to me, I am likely to forget!
Deadline date for the next issue is Sunday 13th March 2022. The next Loch’n’Glen News
will be published on 1st April 2022.
Advertising rates:
Prices are for an ad in two editions of Loch and Glen News.
1/6 page
£15.00
1/2 page
1/4 page

£20.00

Full page

Printed: Argyll Print & Design Ltd, 84B John Street, Dunoon.
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£35.00
£50.00

Tel. 01369 701096
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If your community is not well represented, that’s because I haven’t heard from you!
Loch’n’Glen News welcomes submissions from groups, clubs or anyone organising
events and activities in the Loch ‘n’ Glen area – Kilmun, Strone, Blairmore,
Ardentinny, Glenfinart, Benmore, Rashfield and the surrounding area. Please also send
us articles of local interest or with local connections. Next issue October 2021.
Email: sa.rule@btinternet.com
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The Loch and Glen Community
Ardentinny Hall
Activities at Ardentinny Hall have re-started – see the Clubs Information on page 19 for
details and contacts.
Ardentinny Bowling Club
Activities at Ardentinny Bowling Club closed for the season on Saturday 2nd October ’21.
We are hoping to have a full and active season starting next April. Ardentinny Bowling
Club is a small friendly club, everyone is welcome. We are looking for new members. You
do not need to be an experienced bowler to join, in fact two of our new members last year
had never played before. All you need is a pair of flat soled shoes, and we will do the rest.
Please come along and give it a try. We will also be organising a ‘Try Bowls Day’ early next
season. Please contact us if you need any information.
Contacts:
Robert Devine (secretary) tel: 01369 840861 email: rbdevine0@gmail.com
Dougie Menzies (president) tel: 01369 810307
Membership Fees:
ALL FULL MEMBERS
£60.00
NEW MEMBERS
£30.00
JUNIORS
£ 5.00
GREEN FEES CLUB SWEEP GAMES
(TUES, WED & SAT) 2pm for 2-15pm, £2.00
VISITORS £3.00 per person for 2 hour session
Bowls can be provided. Flat shoes (NO TREAD) essential

REFLECTION
WINDOW CLEANERS

Iain Diamond

John Campbell

Painter & Decorator
Thistle Cottage
14 Ardenfield
Ardentinny

Reflection is a window cleaning service
based in Strone using a water-fed pole
system requiring no ladders for residential
or commercial properties

01369 810034
077872 35357

Free quotes with no obligation
01369 840398 / 07830389895
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Visit Benmore Botanic Garden
Magnificent Mountainside Garden & World Renowned Plant Collection

Benmore Botanic Garden is open daily from
5 April - 31 October, 10am - 5pm
For further information please check the website or
contact the Garden Office: 01369 706261
Email; SGray@rbge.org.uk

Website: www.rbge.org.uk

Blairmore Heritage Ltd
continues to manage the facilities at Blairmore Pier including the provision of
inscription plaques.
The inscription can be for any purpose and typically includes a reflection of
Blairmore, a celebration, or remembrance of a loved one. The cost for each
plaque is £40
To place an order phone 07802 424487 or e-mail agnes.harvey21@gmail.com
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Benmore & Kilmun Development Trust
At our AGM on 12th October we had little to report. Covid has meant it has been a quiet
year, with no major new projects.
Spraying of the Japanese knotweed has taken place along the Echaig and around the
Cothouse junction as well as along the River Massan. Please do think twice before throwing
your weeds and grass cuttings over the wall onto ‘waste ground’ or the shore. This is often
how the weed spreads.
If you have ideas for projects which the Trust could take forward please do come and join us
and hopefully we can make it work
As always we are grateful to the support of the National Park and Argyll and Bute Council,
both in the contributions from their representatives, Bob Darracott and Alan Reid to our
board but also to their staff for the support in particular with the Heritage Trail.

Blairmore
Blairmore Hall
Firstly we are happy to say that after everything that has happened over the last 18 months
we are still here and even better we are open for business.
It was tough contemplating the future of the hall following Covid, however we are thrilled
to have been awarded a grant under the Adapt and Thrive programme for refurbishing the
Hall. We expect work to take place before Christmas and will let Hall users know when we
have a date from the decorator. We hope that improving the look of the Hall will attract new
hire opportunities.
We have also made plans for the use of the space at the back of the hall. Next year we will
be starting an Upcycling Group. Please watch for posters and Facebook for further details.
We also started a Drop-In the first Monday of every month from 11-3 initially to give people
who are still a little wary of going out somewhere COVID-safe to dip their toe as it were. We
are pleased to say it is proving popular and will therefore be continuing for the time being.
The Shore Hub will re-start on the first week in November, then every Thursday 11.00 -1.00
pm.
Classes and groups have now begun again in the hall, please see Clubs Information on page
19 for details and contact information.
We would like to say Failte to the Gaelic Choir, Wednesday evenings 7.00 -9.00 pm
(looking for new members, non-Gaelic speakers welcome) and the Gaelic Drop in group
Friday mornings 10.30–12.30.
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The Carpet Bowling are hoping to return but currently do not have enough members to make
up a game. If anyone is interested in joining the club, or just trying out the game to see if it’s
something they might enjoy, please contact Frank Stephenson on 01369 840414.
The Bridge Club has sadly left us after many years of calling Blairmore home, we were sorry
to see them go but understand the reasons fully and wish them continued success at Kilmun
Hall.
We were not completely idle during lockdown, work continued behind the scenes to get the
new constitution in place. We are now in the final stages of achieving this, but the impact of
COVID on Hall funds is proving an issue as we do need to consult a solicitor to ensure the
transfer of assets is correctly managed.
We have managed one fund raiser since we opened and that was the tremendously successful
BBQ and music event at the beginning of August. The weather was kind and with generous
contributions from Winston Churchill Venison, The Blairmore and The Strone Inn we put on
a great day, raising just short of £400 for the hall funds and £112 on a bucket collection for
the Dunoon Fire Fund. Thank you to all who helped, contributed and came along, and
particularly to Jim, John, Ambrose, Bill and Allan (and friends!) for the hugely enjoyable
music.
The hall is open for bookings, you can contact Jean Christie on 07950 052073
Tai Chi
Tai Chi classes are running again at both Blairmore and Ardentinny Hall (see Club
Information page 19 for details)
New time for Tai Chi at Blairmore Hall is Tuesday, 11.00 am till 12.00pm
We are looking to open another beginners class from November on a Tuesday 3 pm till
4.00pm
Scottish Country Dancing Club
Blairmore SCD Club last met on March 3rd. 2020 after a very successful Waverley Dance
held in Kilmun Hall in aid of the Waverley’s Boiler Fund. It seems so long ago because it
was so long ago !
However, 18 months later, on September 14th. 2021, 14 club members were reunited at
Blairmore Hall for a much needed warm up session and a programme of familiar dances to
ease us back into the swing of things. COVID restrictions were carefully observed and
adequate ventilation shouldn’t be a problem when the east wind is blowing!
If all this appeals to you, we meet on the 1st. and 3rd. Tuesdays of the month in Blairmore
Hall from 7.30pm until 9.30pm. and would love you to join us. Beginners welcome.
June Macdonald 01369 840 770.
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Blairmore Hall BBQ

Winston Churchill’s venison burgers proved very popular

Enjoying the music (and the sunshine!)

Blairmore Village Trust
It's been quite a long 'dormant' time for us throughout the pandemic. At critical times we
were able to offer support with shopping where help was needed. Beyond that efforts have
been made to help keep Blairmore Gardens accessible with pathways maintained. There is
much still to do. Hopefully as we all collectively emerge from the COVID crisis, we will
start to make headway on our local projects.
Shore Hub
We are delighted to announce that the weekly Shore Hub will restart from Thursday 4th
November - 11am to 1pm at Blairmore Hall.
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Inevitably we need to work at keeping everyone safe, while still making the experience
friendly and helpful for all. So things may look a little different but the friendly, sociable
atmosphere will still be on offer. Hospitality will include tea, coffee etc and wrapped
biscuits.
Originally set up over 5 years ago, the Hub remains true to its purpose of providing a
welcoming, informal and free space for local residents throughout the shore. Helping
neighbours to stay in contact and guarding against unwelcome isolation. There is no
charge but voluntary donations are always welcome and gratefully received
. We look
forward to catching up with new and familiar neighbours - all are welcome. Please put it in
your diary.
Blairmore & Strone Golf Club
Covid resulted in 2020 being a difficult year for the club and its members. We had frequent
restrictions on how and when we could play, our competition schedule and social activities
had to be abandoned, even our committee met by video conference only.
In comparison this year, we have had a great summer of golf as the restrictions have been
lifted and we have enjoyed much improved weather. We even have been able to hold our
committee meetings in person. Membership has increased to above pre-pandemic levels and
with the move towards staycations the visitor numbers have done very well. We have also
started hiring out clubs so that visitors without clubs can still come and enjoy a game.
Our entry on Google Maps with links to our website has provided a great way for people to
find out about our club and how to join in. This is regularly accessed by both members and
visitors.
Our 200 club monthly tombola has grown, with a corresponding increase in prize money. To
accommodate more alfresco socialising, we have added an outdoor hospitality area at the
clubhouse
To improve our members experience we have revised our regular competitions.
The big change was making all competitions open to both the ladies and gents, previously
they had separate competitions. We have now focused our main competitions on Saturday
mornings. We have further organised games on Sunday afternoon and Wednesday evenings,
these are social rather than formal competitions, usually Texas Scrambles or similar and are
great fun.
Previously some of our summer cups were played for over several rounds, this resulted in
games on competition days contributing to several different cups. Now cups are played over
a maximum of two rounds. We have also dropped the knockout competitions. The result is
that we now have a simple calendar of games and corresponding cups. With the relaxation of
restrictions, we will be having our joint prize giving and Christmas social in December.
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During the year we have been getting to grips with the new World Handicap System. Whilst
we are still trying to get our minds round some of the finer points, we are getting the hang of
it with the help of the computer software.
We are pleased to report that our players have been doing very well in away matches.
Lorraine Daw and Neil Munroe won the mixed open at Gourock, whilst the Fergusons and
Tyres came second and third respectively in the Kilmacolm mixed doubles. The highlight
was that our five man club team won the Firth of Clyde Wee Trophy. It is the first time in
current member’s memory that we have won this away from home, although we have won it
twice recently on our own course. This is a competition between the 13 main clubs around
the Clyde and has been played every year since 1898, wars and pandemics excepted.
Overall this was a good recovery year, giving us high hopes for the forthcoming winter
season and the future years.

SPICK & SPAN CLEANING
Domestic, commercial,
Open 9.30 – 5.00

holiday lets etc

Every day except Tuesday

Professional - reliable –
affordable – thorough cleaning

Breakfast I Lunch I Coffee I Home-baking

No job too big or small
01369 840715 / 07765073111

The Blairmore
Shore Road, Blairmore.

e-mail:

info@theblairmore.co.uk

shonamoohan@yahoo.co.uk
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Kilmun
The Younger Hall, Kilmun
Sme activities are gradually re-starting at Kilmun Younger Hall, but others have yet to
return. Please see the Clubs Information page 19 for details.
We will be trialling a Flea Market on Saturday 30th October 1.00 – 3.00pm, and plan to hold
a Christmas market, date tbc.
Mary’s Meals
Mary's Meals celebrated feeding over 2million children in September this year and locally
we contributed to feeding over 250 of them! An amazing amount given the year that has
passed! Money was raised through the 100 day challenge, the virtual Kiltwalk, a strawberries
and music afternoon and of course generous donations in collection tins, mugs and boxes in
shops and homes - and the purchase of a renovated treadle fret-saw! .
To round off the year we will have a table of books, bears and (Christmas) bric- a - brac and
cards at Holy Trinity Christmas Fayre on the 27th November. We are also suggesting that as
you get around to doing your Christmas shopping you buy an item or two for a Mary's Meals
backpack and we will start next year by collecting those items and sending backpacks to
Malawi. Look out for more information about collection points or email me on
beverley.soltysiak@marysmeals.org.
Items required are Notepads, pencils, crayons, eraser, sharpener, ruler, pencil case, towel,
shorts or skirt, t-shirt or dress (suitablefor 4- 12 year olds), flip-flops or sandals, small ball
(e.g. tennis ball), soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, spoon. Good quality 2nd hand items are fine
so recycle where you can and of course backpacks are also needed.
Thankyou to everyone who has contributed to this wonderful achievement this year.
With best wishes to you all.
Beverley and all the other local volunteers - not to mention the children receiving a meal
every school day thanks to you!

Historic Kilmun and ECHO trail.
Since the restrictions on opening for heritage attractions were lifted in May we are so pleased
to be back at Historic Kilmun with our team of volunteers; to be able to welcome visitors
back to the site. It has been our busiest year ever, despite us initially restricting visitors to
one household group at a time.
A few coach tours have swelled our numbers. Our team of volunteers is slowly but steadily
increasing; hopefully next year we will be able to open for 4 days a week. We are delighted
to be working with Heritage Horizons, a project arising from CHARTS and hoping to open
doors for those young people seeking a career in heritage. We hope our volunteer will be
starting with us in the middle of October. We have also been so lucky to have Colin from the
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Job Centre volunteer with us, gaining experience enabling him to apply to work with
Vikingar in Largs.

St Munns finally became ours in June and we had a lovely hand over ceremony with Janet
McKellar the Argyll Moderator officiating and joined by many of our supporters. We will be
eternally grateful to Jim Ritchie and Alasdair Brown for their help in smoothing the sale
through. It was a very slow process. We are equally grateful to Elspeth Black for doing all
the conveyancing for free.
Such good friends.
On Sunday afternoons at 2.45pm from now until Christmas we are eagerly anticipating a
programme of music put together for us by Philip Norris:October 31st Sharon Western and Tom Elsby accompanied on Keyboard by Lynda Norris,
with organ music provided by Philip Norris
November 7th The 8 + 1 Singers directed by John McIntosh
November 14th Grazioso String Quartet, (former members of the BBC Symphony Orchestra)
play Mozart, Beethoven and Schubert and Dvorak
December 5th Frank Barklay – our first organ recital; a selection of music from Frank’s
extensive repertoire
7.30pm December 19th ( please note the evening time) the new ladies choir ‘Voices of
Argyll’ provide Carols by Candlelight
We have our first two weddings booked for next year; we will work to find many more ways
in which the building can be available for visitors and the local community alike. We do
have some major expenses to face up to; the organ is in need of fairly extensive
maintenance; we will need more toilets, and we need to review the heating system,
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One effective way of fundraising has been selling second hand books outside Bookpoint; All
donations going to Historic Kilmun. If you have any books you can bear to part with please
do hand them in at Bookpoint or at Historic Kilmun. – or phone 706591 and we can collect
them from you.
Work on the ECHO trail continues slowly; our website is almost complete; similarly the app
describing the trail is being designed locally and should be complete by the end of the year.
The cd’s of our oral history project where young people encouraged long term residents of
the community to tell their memories of the past are for sale from both the visitor centre and
Bookpoint; just £5.00. Just phone if you would like a copy.
We have been working closely with Dan Romani
of Faith in Cowal, a positive and useful
collaboration for both organisations, especially
given Dan’s enthusiasm and tech skills. We will
miss him when he leaves us. There is a section on
the Faith in Cowal Pilgrimage trail on the
touchscreen in the visitor centre. Faith in Cowal
and Historic Kilmun are planning a joint event in
November to celebrate St Munn’s day.
As always we welcome new volunteers; you may
be interested in the history, the architecture, or
just enjoy chatting with visitors about this
wonderful area, our culture and heritage. Please
phone 07887856514 if you have visitors who
would enjoy a tour, or you would like to join us.
To learn more have a look at our website;
www.historickilmun.org
Faith in Cowal
Dan Romani’s position at Faith in Cowal comes
to an end in October and he’s been doing his best to raise the profile of the Cowal Pilgrimage
as much as possible before he leaves us. You may have seen the posters he designed
appearing round and about Cowal, where a relevant trail or site is nearby. We still have a
handful of posters left, they’re designed to be displayed indors or outdoors, so if you’d like
to display one outside your business or community hall, let us know at
info@faithincowal.org and we’ll make sure one gets to you.
As well as the posters, we also have a promotional video on YouTube, that was used as part
of an advertising campaign on social media and can now be found in pride of place on our
website home page (https://faithincowal.org). And last month was spent designing and
placing adverts in magazines. We’ve targeted niche interest magazines, such as religious
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publications like The Tablet and The Friend in order to target pilgrims, as well as other folk
who might have crossover interests, such as mountain bikers and motorhomers. This latter in
an attempt to spread the word a little further afield.
Finally, Dan has been spending his weekends teaching a dedicated team of volunteer guides
the intricacies of the different pilgrim routes. They have been trained primarily on St Munn’s
Way, which runs between Kilmun Church, Lochgoilhead Church, Strachur Church and back
again to Kilmun. This is our headline trail to entice visitors to Cowal both because of it’s
proximity to the main entry points into Cowal (Cairndow and Dunoon) and because of the
wonderful new information point at Historic Kilmun, which showcases information about
the Faith in Cowal sites, the new ECHO trails and, of course, the rich layers of history on site
at Historic Kilmun.
Dan is moving on to other ventures in Dundee, but he will be maintaining the website and
handling any contact that comes through the website or our social media channels (Instagram
and Facebook). The three ladies who are learning the trails will be able to offer guiding
services should there be an interest in such, or should the arrangements we made with a
Glasgow based travel agent come to fruition once the effects of the pandemic have
diminished!

Shore Kirk Guild
Over the Summer we have remained in touch with each other and our local groups and Head
office in Edinburgh has continued to send out weekly newsletters which are forwarded by
email. They have also organised Zoom meetings to support groups, and the Big Sing and
the Annual Gathering were live streamed to our homes.
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The new 3 year strategy titled 'Look Forward in Faith' and the 6 new projects which will be
supported nationally were announced earlier in the year and information about these have
been shared in the newsletters and can be found on the Church of Scotland website. In case
you need a reminder, they are:
Home for Good – seeking to find a home for every child who needs one.
Beat - dealing with eating disorders
Starchild - supporting children with additional needs & their families in Uganda
Hear our Voice - Training women for ministry & service in Brazil.
Chocolate Heaven – Changing lives with chocolate.
The Vine Trust - Kazunzu, village of Hope in Tanzania
We don't have a date to restart meetings, we are looking towards a date when people will feel
comfortable to meet, depending on the Covid situation. The Guild is open to men and
women of all faiths and none and if you would like more information and be informed when
we start again why not ring Sheila Wherry on 840796.

Storytelling at Strone Primary School
The children had a lovely welcome back to Strone Primary after their summer break, as the
storytelling seating had finally been placed up in their outdoor learning area. The children
have been waiting a long time for the seating to be built, which was delivered the week the
country went into lockdown in March 2020, a huge thank you to Help Ltd who assisted with
the task of constructing the storytelling area. This feature will enhance the wonderful outdoor
learning sessions which the children have several times a week.
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QUICK REFERENCE – not exhaustive.....
TRADES & SERVICES
John Brown [Strone ]
A Crowe
Ian Campbell
Michael Logan
David Rankine
Eric Whitton
S McSweeney
S Grant
JB Stevenson
Colin Wakefield
W Bremner
A Gillies
J [Goldie] Campbell
Carol Gillies
Iain Diamond
Ross MacArthur
D & R Petro
D Guy
George Darroch
Archie Dunlop
Guy Elder
D McCheyne
Morag McCluskey
Shona Moohan
A Maclachlan
R Young
Craig Orr
Simon Durn
Waterside Property
Forestry
Holy Loch Marina
Western Ferries
West Coast Motors

Building/civil engineering contractor
Builder / joiner
Builder/ joiner
General contractor
General contractor
General contractor
General Contractor
Electrical Contractor
Electrical contractor
Plumber & heating / gas safe
registered
Property maintenance /builder
Fitted bathrooms / kitchens
Window cleaner
Painter / decorator
Painter / decorator [Ardentinny]
Earthmoving equipment
Forestry services
Forestry services
Land & Tree management
Taxi George
Chimney Sweep / roofing & joinery
maintenance & repairs
Woodcarver &green oak framer
Gardening services
Gardening services
Cleaning services
Chainsaw carver
Garden furniture
Ferguslie Motors – vehicle repairs
Stonewalling
Estate Agent
Glenbranter Off: Mrs Jessie Crowe

Bus services
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Tel No. (Area code 01369)
707766
704261
706034 m 07801 432036
840302 m 07519 793319
840318
840690
840216
840747
840420
701089 m 07470 034276
840589
830495 m 07703 576238
840398 m 07830 389895
830495 m 07825 151315
810034 m. 07787235357
840289
705564
706239
705564
m 07913 601442
702672
m 07747 123287
810370 m 07785 257723
840614
707998 m 07769 262662
840715 m 07765 073111
703124
840663
706868
m 07477 178440
701755
860703
701800
704452
01586 552319

EMERGENCIES / MEDICAL
Cowal Community Hospital
Inverclyde Royal Hospital
Dr Tittmar
Riverbank Surgery
Elaine
Cowal Physiotherapy Ltd
Gwen Dalgliesh
Cowal Sports Injury Clinic
NHS
NHS24
COVID Information
Police (Dunoon )
Fire Station
Coastguard
Argyll & Bute Council
Interloch Transport
Dial a bus
Vet

www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19
Cowal Community Policing Team
Shore officer: Donald MacKay
Dunoon
Dunoon
Lochgilphead
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/m106-cowaldialabus-bus-timetable
Dunoon

Tel No. (Area code 01369)
704341
01475 633777
840279
702366
701171 m 07779 119080
111
763000
763037
704670
703603
01546 605522
840474
0345 128 4027
702532

DINING OUT –local
The Blairmore

Blairmore

760391

The Shore Café

Strone

840662

Strone Inn
Sheila’s Diner
Holy Loch Coffee Shop
Whistlefield Inn
Cot House Inn
Coylet Inn
The Ardentinny

Strone
Kilmun/Sandbank
Sandbank
Eckside
Kilmun/Sandbank
Eckside
Ardentinny

840243
840333
707054
860484
760230
840630
810126

Strone
Shop and petrol station
Church charity shop
Wines & spirits
Venison

840662

RETAILERS
Shore Café & Stores
Cot House Services
C of S Charity Shop
Argyll Vintners
Winston Churchill
The Wee Butcher
Aray Fish

Fish, fruit and veg
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840710
810201
707911
705319
703675
www.arayfish.com

HERITAGE
Historic Kilmun

Iain McNaughton
Dinah MacDonald
Glenfinnart Walled Gdn
Lynn Kerr
Blairmore Village Trust
Agnes Harvey
Benmore
&
Kilmun Dinah MacDonald
Development Trust
Friends of Graham’s Pt
Andy McClintock
RBGE Benmore Gdns
Curator: P Baxter sec: Mrs S Grey
Cons & Heritage Group
Eileen Connell
HALLS
Ardentinny Hall
Blairmore Hall
Younger Hall
Uig Hall
COMMUNITY
Church of Scotland
Strone Primary School
Invereck Care Home
Kilmun Cmty Council
Ardentinny C.C.
Forestry
Holy Loch Marina
North Shore Moorings
Western Ferries
Library
Blairmore & Strone Golf Club

Ardentinny Bowling Club

Susie Robertson
Jean Christie
Helen Giles
Dinah McDonald

700008
706591
810275
07802 424487
706591
840517
706261
07721 465604

810182
07950 052073
840701
706591

Janet MacKeller, Interim Moderator

705549
840242
Mrs Sandra Marshall Unit Manager
706231
Mrs Janet Holm [Sec]
840218
Neil Robinson
810143
Glenbranter Office
860703
Mr Downes
701800
Alan McKenzie
northshoremoorings@hotmail.com
704452
Dunoon (Queens Hall)
800500
Graham Thompson
840208
Robert Devine (secretary)
840861

USEFUL WEBSITES
ACUMEN
Ardentinny Community
Argyll Coast & Countryside Trust (ACT)
Ali Energy
Argyll & Bute Council
Dunoon Community Radio
Faith in Cowal
Historic Kilmun
Keep Scotland Beautiful
Kilmun Community Council
Loch’n’Glen News

https://sscp.ramh.org
www.ardentinny.org
www.act-now.org.uk/
www.alienergy.org.uk/
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
dunooncommunityradio.org
www.faithincowal.org
www.historickilmun.org
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
www.kilmuncc.co.uk
www.grantrule.org/lochnglen-news
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CLUB INFORMATION
Ardentinny Hall
Bridge Club
Badminton Club
Hobbies Club
Tai Chi
Carpet Bowling Club

Contact: Peter McIntosh 01369 810312
Contact: Sandra Primrose 01369 810263
Contact: Margo Hendry 01369 810262
Contact: Bryan Shewry 01369 810104
Contact: Gordon Smith 01369 810218

Blairmore Hall
Tai Chi, Tuesday mornings
Shore Art Club, Wednesday mornings
Gaelic Choir, Wednesday evening
Gaelic Drop-In Group, Fri morning

Contact: Bryan Shewry 01369 810104
Contact: Janet Holm 01369 840218
Contact: Anne Colerman 01369 704116
Email: Anne@annec.me

Scottish Country Dancing, Tues evening
The Shore Hub Thursday 11.00-1.00 pm.
Carpet Bowls – paused.

Contact: June MacDonald 01369 840 770
Contact: Agnes Harvey 07802 424487
Contact Frank Stephenson 01369 840414.

Kilmun Younger Hall
Mondays
The Younger Discovers –Paused.
The Cowal Ringers – Paused.
Scrabble – Paused.
Badminton – Paused.
Thursday
Cowal Bridge Club. 2.00pm
Craft Afternoon Paused.
Kilmun Carpet Bowls Paused.
Saturday

Contact 01369 840647
Contact 01369 840701
Contact 01369 840796
Contact 01369 840701
Contact 01369 840346
Contact 01369 840701
Contact 01369 840796

Flea Market

Contact 01369 268025/07775 666711
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INTERLOCH TRANSPORT
Now in our 15th year, Interloch Transport
provides a Community Transport Service for
the Cowal and Bute area.
Our Drivers operate a number of accessible vehicles
and provide reliable door to door transport for those
who need a little help getting to their medical
appointments or local shops & services.
We also operate a food & medicine delivery service.
Please phone to find out how we can help.

The Strone Inn
Home To Good Food

Tel: 01369 840474

Fine Wine And

e-mail info@interlochtransport.com
website www.interlochtransport.com

Local Beers
01369 840243

Funded by Argyll & Bute Council
Argyll & Islands leader
Robertson Trust

thestroneinn@gmail.com

Your frequent passenger & vehicle service
Dunoon – Gourock
Roll-up, Roll-on, Roll-off
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Dunoon Development Trust: Taking Dunoon Forward:
Meet the newest kid on the block: Dunoon Community Development Trust has been set up,
with support from Dunoon Area Alliance, by a group of local individuals concerned about
the sustainable development of Dunoon and our surrounding area.
Sustainable development is about improving people’s quality of life, now and for future
generations; it is about being ecologically sound, economically viable and socially just. To
achieve this the Trust will initiate new community-led activities and build alliances between
community groups, businesses and public bodies to work together on shared goals.
Working together since January this year, the Steering Group has developed charitable
purposes and a constitution for the Trust and has succesfully registered Dunoon Community
Development Trust as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO number
SCO51050) with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).
Now we want as many local people and constituted organisations to become members of the
Trust to support action and help to Take Dunoon Forward
By becoming a member of the Trust you can have a say and actively support initiatives that
will improve life for all in our town. As a member you will be able to:
•
•
•
•

Support community-led development across Dunoon
Keep up-to-date with plans, discussions and consultations
Add your viewpoint to the mix
Get involved as a volunteer within your community

Membership is free and open to anyone over 16 who lives, works or studies in
Dunoon. Anyone from across the Cowal peninsula with an interest in the regeneration of our
main town can also become a member. Junior members aged 14 and 15 are also encouraged
to join and make their views heard.
The Trust will also actively involve local organisations and public bodies and constituted
community groups and organisations are encouraged to become Associate Members.
An initial Action Plan is being drawn up by our steering group and will be sent out to all
members for their comments. So, join straightaway to find out where we are at and to get
involved from the start. We have added a very simple form to our website - membership is
now just one click away. https://www.dunoonareaalliance.org/join-up
Sign up for our regular e-newsletters at https://www.dunoonareaalliance.org
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Chase The Wild
Goose Holidays
Holiday accommodation
for couples and
small families at
Rashfield near Pucks Glen.

Visit our websites for more information:
PUCKS GLEN LODGES (www.pucksglenlodges.com) - 2 cabins each sleeping 4
RASHFIELD SHEILINGS (www.logcabinsdunoon.com) - 2 Riverside Lodges each sleeping 2
THE WEE LUDGING- sleeping 2 (www.chasethewildgoose.com)

FERGUSLIE GARAGE, SANDBANK
MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL & WELDING REPAIRS TO ALL VEHICLES
EXHAUSTS-BRAKES-CLUTCHES-ENGINES-STEERING
SUSPENSION-TIMING BELTS
MOT PREPARATION & REPAIRS SERVICING & MAINTENANCE
RECOVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
PANEL BEATING & SPRAY PAINTING
ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES & FRIENDLY ADVICE
CREDIT CARDS NOW ACCEPTED
PROPRIETOR: CRAIG ORR
FERGUSLIE STREET, SANDBANK PA23 8QL
01369 706868
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Recycle, Re-use, Reduce...
Did you know.....
• Postage stamps can be taken into the Oxfam shop in town.
• Strone School have a textile bin at the back of the school for clothes, shoes
(in pairs!), bedding etc and money raised goes to the school.
• L+ D opticians take spectacles which are then sent to Malawi once sorted
elsewhere
• Boots will take batteries and unwanted medicines
• Little worn bras and new pants can go to https://www.smallsforall.org/ a
Scottish charity providing underwear to women in need in Africa and the
UK.
• Morrisons will also accept your plastic bags instore.
• Inner Wheel collect can ring pulls.
• Plastic milk bottle tops are still collected but we're trying to find a local use any ideas?
• Dunoon Men’s Shed is an alternative option for many items. They will have
a look at any electrical or mechanical items and also work with bikes. Their
remit is more upcycling than recycling though. They will try and repair items
for you but will often sell items on if the original owner no longer wants the
item.
• Public glass recycling bins can now take mixed colours of glass bottles or
jars - there is no need to separate different coloured glass bottles or jars for
recycling. You can include metal caps/lids on empty glass bottles and jars
when placing them in the glass recycling bins.
• Good quality recycled backpacks, children's clothes, shoes, towels, small
balls, pencil cases etc can go to the Mary's Meals backpack
appeal https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/thebackpack-project ; however this project is on pause until next year due to
shipping problems.
There are lots of sites for more information e.g.
Recycle4charity - https://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/
Zero Waste Scotland https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
Or you could invite Benjamin Appleby the Beach and Marine Litter Project
Worker for The GRAB Trust to speak to your group. He isn't in the office every
day but his number is 01369 708515
If you know of other ways we can recycle, re-use, reduce please let
Sue know for the next edition.
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Update on proposed Ardentinny Fish Farm
In 2019 Dawnfresh Farming Ltd. announced a plan to double its farmed trout production
with a proposed fish farm on Loch Long at Ardentinny. In March 2019 the company held a
well-attended public meeting. The overwhelming response by residents was against the
proposal.
The environmental group AFFtheClyde was created by Ardentinny volunteers and the
village was surveyed both by the group and Ardentinny Community Council. The result of
the AFFtheClyde survey indicated that some 90% of respondents were against the proposed
fish farm (https://afftheclyde.org/ardentinny-village-survey-the-village-response-to-thedawnfresh-industrial-trout-farm-proposals/).
In May 2019 Dawnfresh Farming Ltd. applied to the Scottish Environmental Protection
Agency (SEPA) for the required Controlled Activities Regulations (CAR) licence
(https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/consultations/advertised-applications-under-car/carshidden/1178003). In June 2019 the public were invited to make representations to SEPA. We
understand that some 26 representations were received.
In September 2021 SEPA announced that it will grant the fish farm CAR licence subject to
the conditions in the draft authorisation (https://afftheclyde.org/sepa-to-grant-licence-forardentinny-fish-farm/).
In December, 2020, SEPA’s website was cyber-attacked and we understand that the contact
details of respondents were lost. On September 10, SEPA published in the Dunoon Observer
an announcement requesting those who had submitted representations in June 2019 to
resubmit them by October 1, 2021. We are now aware that, prior to anonymising the SEPA
representations, each submission was hand-written with the name and initials of the
submitter.
SEPA promises in its new regulatory framework to properly involve communities in the
decision-making process when their local waters are going to be polluted by aquaculture.
(https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/aquaculture/overview-of-regulatory-framework/)
There has been no attempt by SEPA to involve the local Ardentinny community or undertake
consultation events or provide the community with the information needed to assess the
impact of the proposed fish farm. The cyber-attack in December should not be an excuse to
cheat communities of the only chance they have to understand and comment on the proposed
environmental pollution.
In September AFFtheClyde contacted Mr. Peter Pollard, Principal Policy Officer at SEPA
requesting the following:
• Can SEPA confirm that the installation will be the same size as proposed for the
original 2000 tonnes max biomass CAR application?
• Can SEPA confirm that SEPA have applied their New DEPOMOD model based on
the above?
• There is no mention of the use of in-feed emamectin benzoate to treat sea lice. Has
Dawnfresh stated that this will not be used?
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• We have requested a copy of the seabed survey which we understand was undertaken
to assess biodiversity of the benthic communities.
• We have requested information on the pesticide dispersion modelling and the New
Depomod particulate dispersion modelling Marine Scotland’s dissolved nutrient
calculations.
• We have asked as to why SEPA does not assess eutrophication of the whole Greater
Clyde system by the 16 fish farms that are already there. Loch Long is not an isolated
body of water.
• We have asked why SEPA will not postpone this determination as it is aware that
increasing the biomass farmed fish in the Greater Clyde system will increase the
cumulative impact of sea lice affect on wild salmon smolts from the Endrick Water
Special Area for Conservation.
• Salmon are also a PMF (Priority Marine Feature). The report does not mention them
but does say that mobile species, such as fish, can avoid the harm. This is not the case.
Viable sea lice larvae from a farm can be transported 30km and migrating wild salmon
cannot avoid them.
Planning Application.
We understand that, from a planning perspective, Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National
Park has nothing new to report regarding the Dawnfresh Ardentinny proposals. The last
communication in January, 2021 was related to a Dawnfresh request for advice toward
preparing viewpoints for a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment as part of a prospective
planning application submission.
How you can help:
If you have concerns as to how the Ardentinny Fish Farm proposal has been dealt with by
SEPA or you are against the proposed fish farm in principle, please send a polite message to
any or all of the following:
Terry A’Hearn, SEPA Chief Executive - terry.ahearn@sepa.org.uk
McAllan M (Mairi), MSP Minister for Environment and Land Reform
- Mairi.McAllan.MSP@Parliament.scot
Mairi Gougeon MSP Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs & Islands
- Mairi.Gougeon.msp@parliament.scot
Jenni Minto MSP Argyll & Bute - Jenni.Minto.MSP@Parliament.scot
Burgess A (Ariane), MSP Greens MSP Highlands - Ariane.Burgess.MSP@Parliament.scot
Cameron D (Donald), MSP Scottish Conservative MSP for the Highlands and Islands
- Donald.Cameron.msp@parliament.scot
Halcro Johnston J (Jamie), MSP Highlands and Islands. Shadow Minister for Business,
Trade, Tourism and Enterprise - Jamie.HalcroJohnston.msp@parliament.scot
Grant R (Rhoda), MSP Scottish Labour MSP for the Highlands and Islands
- Rhoda.Grant.msp@parliament.scot
Mountain E (Edward), MSP Conservative and Unionist, Highlands and Islands
- Edward.Mountain.msp@parliament.scot
Councillor Gordon Blair SNP – Cowal - Gordon.Blair@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Councillor Yvonne McNeilly Conservative – Cowal - yvonne.mcneilly@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Councillor Alan Reid Liberal Democrats – Cowal - alan.reid@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Jackie Baillie MSP Dumbarton - Jackie.Baillie.msp@parliament.scot
Please also sign and share our 38degrees Petition
(https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/against-fish-farming-aff-the-firth-of-clyde)
Follow and share our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/AFFtheClyde/), Facebook Group
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffTheClyde/), Twitter
(https://twitter.com/AFFtheClyde) and Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/afftheclyde/)
social media accounts for the latest updates.
www.AFFtheClyde.org
Ardentinny.

Dunmore Creative Hub
Introduction to Linocut Printing
Saturday 13th November, 10-12.30, Dunoon
Learn how to make a Linocut print with expert artist Deb Wing. Tools &
materials all provided. Tea/coffee and cake will be provided mid-morning.
£40 per person. Payable in advance & non-refundable
Email Ciorsdan Taylor, dunmorecreativehub@gmail.com to book a place.
Due to the close working environment and needing to keep everyone safe, we
are asking for bookings from people who have been double vaccinated please

26

27

E J WHITTON LTD
All household building & maintenance
carried out to a high standard
DUNCREGGAN LODGE
BLAIRMORE
TEL/FAX : 01369 840690
MOB: 07909973138
E-MAIL: ceale.whitton@btinternet.com
SCOTTISH BUILDING Reg No 2635
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Discover your

Shaihen Heritage
A fantasy series documenting the history of the Fair Land
by S.A. Rule
“...this power house of creative imagination, action, adventure
and subtle social critique is simply astounding.” – Dan Romani

Leaving on the Tide | The Hills of Gold
This two-volume tale of piracy, magic, and political intrigue
is full of thrills, spills, love and lust. It also asks questions
about the myths of our own history.
www.shehaios.co.uk
Available from Bookpoint, Dunoon and all good booksellers
Enquires for ‘The Quest for the Fair Land’ author presentation:
Call 01369 840563

120 Argyll Street
Dunoon

Unique and unusual
gifts
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Western Motors Bus Services serving the Loch’n’Glen area
Please note – not all services visit all the stops. Please pick up a timetable or visit
www.westcoastmotors.co.uk for times and variations in service.
489 Toward - Ardentinny

489 Ardentinny - Toward

Monday to Sunday, calls at:

Monday to Sunday, calls at:

Toward, Castle
Toward, Primary School
Toward, at Machair Cottages
Innellan, Newton Park
Innellan, Sandy Beach
Innellan, Pier
Innellan, Mathieson Terrace
Bullwood, Avondale Lane
Dunoon, Glenmorag Crescent
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal (Stop 2)
Kirn, Dunoon Grammar School
Kirn, Argyll Terrace
Sandbank, Finbracken
Sandbank, Sandhaven Phase 2
Kilmun Turn
Benmore Gardens (Seasonal)
Kilmun Turn
Kilmun Pier
Strone Primary School
Strone,Kinrara
Blairmore, Pier
Blairmore, Farm
Ardentinny, Hotel
Ardentinny, Glenfinnart
Sligrachan

Sligrachan
Ardentinny, Glenfinnart
Ardentinny, Hotel
Blairmore, Farm Rd End
Blairmore Pier
Strone, Pier
Strone Primary School
Kilmun, Pier
Kilmun, Turn
Benmore Gardens (Seasonal)
Sandhaven
Sandbank, Finbracken
Hunter's Quay
Kirn Dunclutha Lane
Dunoon, Grammar School
John Street
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal Stop 2
Dunoon, Glenmorage Crescent
Bullwood, Balaclava Garage
Innellan, Pier
Innellan, Sandy Beach
Innellan, Newton Park
Toward, Machair Cottages
Toward, Primary School
Toward, Castle

484 Dunoon - Carrick Castle

484 Carrick Castle - Dunoon

Monday to Friday, calls at:

Monday to Friday, calls at:

Dunoon Grammar School
Kirn Brae
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal
Walkers Garage
Sandbank, Holy Loch Inn
Sandhaven
Kilmun
Benmore Gdns
Whistlefield Inn
Strachur, The Clachan
Strachur, The Bay
St Catherines
Lochgoilhead, Car Park
Carrick Castle

Carrick Castle
Lochgoilhead, Car Park
St Catherines
Strachur, The Bay
Strachur, The Clachan
Whistlefield Inn
Benmore Gdns
Kilmun
Sandhaven
Sandbank, Holy Loch Inn
Dunoon, Grammar School
School Hostel
Ardenslate Road
Marine Parade
Walkers Garage
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal
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Western Motors Bus Services serving the Loch’n’Glen area
486 Inveraray - Dunoon

486 Dunoon - Inveraray

Monday to Saturday, calls at:

Monday to Saturday, calls at:

Inverary, Front St
Loch Fyne Oysters
Cairndow, War Memorial
Dunoon Rd End
St Catherines
Leanach
Strachur, The Bay
Strachur, Clachan
Whistlefield Inn
Benmore Gdns
Kilmun
Sandhaven
Sandbank, Holy Loch Inn
Walkers Garage
Dunoon, Grammar School
Kirn Brae
Dunoon, Ferry Terminal

Dunoon, Ferry Terminal
Kirn Brae
Ardenslate Road
Dunoon, Hospital
Walkers Garden
Dunoon, Grammar School
Sandbank, Holy Loch Inn
Sandhaven
Kilmun
Benmore Gdns
Whistlefield Inn
Strachur, Clachan
Strachur, The Bay
Leanach
St Catherines
Dunoon Rd End
Cairndow, War Memorial
Loch Fyne Oysters
Inveraray, Front St

THINKING OF SELLING?
Let Dunoon’s top selling estate agency take the strain!
For a free valuation, with no obligation, please contact us on
01369 701755 or info@watersideprop.com
To view all our current properties, log on to
www.watersideprop.com
or
pop into our office at 10 Ferry Brae, Dunoon. Argyll. PA23 7DJ
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JOHN BROWN [STRONE] LTD

Cothouse
Services

Building & civil engineering contractors
TEL: 01369 707766
Fax: 01369 707094
e-mail: enquiries@jbstrone.co.uk

Off Sales

Local Produce

Extensions

Special Offers

New kitchen/bathroom New windows

1 Stop Shop for all your Groceries
Jet Wash
Hot Food

Ice Cream

Loft conversions

Central heating

Slush Machine

Costa Coffee Machine

Roof repairs

Electrical work
AWARD WINNING BUILDER
SCOTLAND’S FIRST PASSIVE
HOUSE BUILDER

Local Business
Established over 35 years

Ian Campbell
Joiners and Building Contractors
All types of joinery, building and
roofing work including
Timber Frame houses, extensions and renovations
Tel/fax: 01369 706034
Mobile: 07801 432036
Email: campbell.toward@btinternet.com
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